Check list for buying a healthy tortoise.



When buying a tortoise, please try and aim for U.K captive bred. You can check out our breeders list on the Tiny Tortoises website. The checklist below will help you choose a healthy tortoise.
 

1)  Eyes - Should be clear and bright. 

2)  Nose - Should be dry, and there should be no signs of bubbling or sneezing and that there is no wheezing or breathing through the mouth. 

3)  Mouth - The tongue should be a healthy pink and again no signs of bubbling. Any drool or a white discharge inside the mouth could indicate a condition called stomatitis. The beak should fit snugly, with the upper section just covering the lower section. Overshot or undershot beak (where either the upper lower jaw is too long) can sometimes lead to problems with feeding. 

4)  Shell - Should be firm, after the tort is a month old, should not feel soft or spongy, yet the plastron can still have a little spring to it after they are a month old, I have to stress it is very bad for babies to be squeezed And should be done ever so carefully with very little pressure and only done this one time to check when buying the tort, The shell should also be smooth and still have lustre. Check the underside (plastron) for signs pinkness, which may indicate a lack of calcium or the start of septicaemia. Signs of softness may indicate shell rot, a serious condition requiring veterinary treatment.

5)  Diet - Make sure you see the tort eating and that the tort is being fed a healthy diet 
of weeds and not pellets. 

6)  Limbs - Reflexes, ever so gently tug on the back leg, to see if the torts pulls it back towards the shell. Ask if you can see the animal walk before you buy. Do not choose a cold time when the animal may not want to move, or a very hot time when it will probably be resting. When it does walk it should be high on its feet and not drag its plastron along the ground.
7)  Tail - The tail should be dry and clean, unless there is evidence that the animal recently passed water. If there is any faecal matter in the area, check that it is not runny and that there are no signs of worms.
8)  Skin - The skin around a tortoise's neck is quite soft and occasionally flakes off in small pieces, this is quite natural.

9)  Activity - make sure the tortoise is active. 

10)  Housing - Check that it is being kept in the right conditions not in a vivarium. 
11)  Breeders - With any good breeder you should be able to see the parents and that there is the right amount of parents for the number of babies they are selling.
